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HELP SHARE OAKLAND TOWNSHIP HISTORY WITH PHOTO CONTEST

We are gathering a collection of historic door images from Oakland Township barns, homes, and historic
structures. Submit one or more photos of a historic image of any style door to be used in promoting our
local history. We will be making a poster and the top 12 winning entries will receive a copy of the door
image poster! In addition, the best door image, voted by the judging panel, will receive a gift certificate
to one of the three township’s historic cider mills, as well as a voucher for first-class, premiere seating on
our hay wagon at our fall Down on the Farm event held at Cranberry Lake Farm. The contest goal is to
gather images that share our architectural treasures and promote historic preservation in our township.

Example images below. Please email your image to bbarber@oaklandtownship.org by July 31, 2019




Oakland Township
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200 years ago on March 16, 1819, Benjamin Woodworth “Uncle Ben” and William Russell “Father
Russell” purchased the first parcel of land from the Government in Oakland Township, and it was the
tenth purchase in the entire Oakland County! Together these early pioneers built the first mills on the
Paint Creek with James Graham and John Hersey in the fall of 1818. Russell and Woodworth must have
discovered the beauty of the area, and purchased 160 acres in Section 33 at the location where the Paint
Creek runs through Dutton and Livernois Road. Most of the early settlements in the township followed
the watersheds of Paint Creek and Stony Creek. Happy Bicentennial Birthday Oakland Township!

What’s buzzing at Cranberry Lake Farm?

$5 Beekeeping Classes
SAT’S NOON TO 1:30 PM IN THE HEN HOUSE
May 11, June 8, July 13, Aug 10
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Pamtmg class with profes-

Come single or with friends, as we all have a good time dancing to the calls
' of Glen Morningstar and The Ruffwater Stringband. We will have the dance
rain or shine! Oakland Township Historical Society will have ice cream!

DOWN ON THE FARM OCT S from 11AM to 2PM

1 Outdoor fun with hayrides, pumpkin painting, horses, beekeeping, Dinosaur
Hill games, apple history, games, butter churning, spinning, quilting, paint-
ings, goats, chickens, and live music by Harmonica George and Just Banjos.
HDC in partnership with Oakland Township Historical Society & sponsored
by OT Parks and Recreation. Did we mention that this event is FREE? Regis-
tration for all above classes: bbarber@oaklandtownship.org or online,

. please follow us on Twitter or Facebook @CLFdistrict for more information
and forms to sign up for programs can be found at http://bit.ly. OTHDC



Oakland Township Bicentennial

200 Years and Still a Great Place to Settle

We asked and you answered! What do you love about Preservation in Oakland Township?

By Oakland Township residents and nearby community members
Preservation of our agricultural roots, hitching posts at the Paint Creek Market, and the waterwheel at the Paint Creek
Cider Mill. Preserve the millrace - get it flowing. MI is beautiful, keep the wilderness. Preservation of Twp roads,
pathways, open land, and native vegetation. Preserve our rural character. I love the way history is preserved in the
township. Close to everything but with the feel of up north. I like the open spaces and natural areas in Oakland
Township. The parks (both township and metro/state) are great. History gives us the power to see the future. Good
things that need to be kept: 1. Paint creek bike trail, 2. Archery range. Our Township, it keeps us safe. The historical
commission efforts. Paint creek cider mills is the best stop on the trail. That we are still preserving today. Trailways,
parks, activities, and preserving nature so people can learn more about the environment. I like how things are spaced
out but seems like we have too much parkland/preservation land. Buying new land to prevent builders from develop-
ing and keeping it more rural. Preserving the beautiful Paint Creek and Macomb Trails. I like the fact they keep it up
well. Like learning about local history. Preserving the parks. I have enjoyed the open spaces and low traffic on
Oakland Township dirt roads for decades as a runner. Also, easy pedestrian access to Stoney Creek Metro Park. I like
how the Paint Creek Cider Mill stays around and it has a good history. I would like to see the Mill Race Preserved
with flowing water. We use the Paint Creek Trail every single week; usually a few times. We also like the tree-lined
roads like Greenshield and Clarkston. Cranberry Farm (and) Cider Mill. This Paint Creek Cider Mill building - the
old cider mill with Indian chief Hedges out front! (*Indian from Hedges Wigwam). The trees. I love all of the well
maintained parks and trails, and that the homes are not too close together. A great place to live! Oakland Township is
a great place to live so preservation is definitely important. I liked the concerted effort to maintain historical character
in the area. The township does a good job of maintaining a very small town feel. I like the parks and Ben
Vanderweide’s leadership in bringing in volunteers to help with seeds and prescribed burns. The parks and the Paint
Creek Trail attracted us to Oakland Twp! The beautiful trees. Preserving the old homes. Leaving something for the
future. Love the use of public lands for parks and the preservation of history. Nature. The open space and cider at
Rochester Cider Mill. Love living here. Quite country-like. Can have fire pits with friends and family. I enjoy walk-
ing and riding my bike on the trails and seeing the beautiful outdoors. I love seeing historic buildings and events - it
gives our place character and connection to the past that makes living here more meaningful. Keeping waterways
clean and clear. We don't want to be like Shelby Twp where they seem to favor mini McMansions over trees! We
love all the restoration at Paint Creek church. Cranberry Lake Farm! Hills, trails, etc. Cider Mills! I love the preser-
vation projects that get people and families outside and learning. That is what differentiates us from a developer’s
corn field! I love the fresh air, the parks on almost every corner, the history, and paint creek trail. I love the green
spaces in Oakland Township and the emphasis on preserving our agricultural past. It’s easy to forget history but it is
part of all of us! I enjoy the trails for biking and walking. We need to preserve a simpler time.
Thank you to Paint Creek Cider Mill and Rochester Cider Mill for donating our doughnuts for the day!
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David Phillips, Chairman
Gene Ferrera, Vice-chair
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Preservmg our Townshlp hlstorlc landscapes!

Barbara Barber, Historic Preservation Planner, can be reached by email: bbarber@oaklandtownship.org
or phone 248-608-6807. HDC Meetings are held on the third Wednesday at 7:00 PM
(Watch live or reruns on cable channel 17; Tues 1 PM and Thurs noon)  http://bit.ly. OTHDC

HISTORIC MARKER PROGRAM

Nominate someone you know
that has a strong commitment
to ensuring the preservation
of our local heritage and his-

toric resources for a Historic
Citation Award. Activities
that demonstrate a commit-
ment to preservation can be
found on the website.
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