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The Mission of Oakland Township Parks 

and Recreation Commission is to provide 

a sustainable system of parks, trails, 

programs, amenities, and services which 

create memorable experiences and a 

sense of place, contributes to the 

economic value of the Township and 

preserves the historical and natural 

heritage of the landscapes for existing 

and future generations. 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission Newsletter  

During 2024 Oakland Township residents are invited to participate in this 
planning process which occurs every five years.  It is a wonderful way for 
new and long-time residents to help guide the future direction of our 
Township Parks and Recreation system.  The Parks and Recreation 
Commission is working with professional consultants to evaluate parks and 
recreation opportunities in conjunction with public input.    

A Community-wide Opinion Evaluation will be distributed this Spring for 
residents to share their preferences concerning existing activities, parks, and 
facilities, as well as their desire for potential enhancements to them.  Please 
look for your householdôs postcard invitation that will include a unique 
control number to participate in this online evaluation.  Paper evaluations 
also will be made available to postcard recipients who do not wish to 
complete the evaluation online. 

(Continued on page 22) 
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$340,100  Grant Award for Access Improvements at  

Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park  

We are thrilled to announce that in December 
2023 this project was recommended for 
approval to receive a $340,100 grant from the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 
to provide public access to this parkôs high-
quality natural areas and to provide a 
pedestrian/bicycling connection to Stony 
Creek Metropark.  

Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park was 
acquired to protect natural features including 
the Stony Creek corridor, woodlands, 
wetlands, grasslands and the wildlife that 
inhabit them, such as 150 bird species.   

(Continued on page 12) 
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See page 3 for Music in the Meadows  

Summer Concert Series schedule  
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From the Directoré 
 

At the March 13th meeting I informed the Parks 
and Recreation Commission that I would be 
retiring at the end of May.  I am truly grateful 
for the support I have received from Township 
residents during my tenure and I would like to 
share the letter that I read into the record at that 
meeting.   
 

Dear Chair Barkham;  
 

I am writing to let you know that I will be 
retiring from Oakland Township Parks and 
Recreation on May 31, 2024.   

I have enjoyed my 25 years working for the 
Parks and Recreation Commission and 
appreciate the opportunities Iôve had to 
help the residents of Oakland Township. 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to 
learn from a thoughtful and visionary Parks Commission and to grow with a dedicated and  incredible 
staff.  Our collaboration and commitment to the vision for this parks system has given me purposeful 
work that has remained fulfilling over these many years. 

In 1999, when I was hired as the Township Parks Manager, I was thrilled to take on that challenge. 
Itôs been an amazing journey; participating in the expansion of our parks system, the protection of 
natural areas, the addition of recreation facilities, and the increase in program offerings.  My fondest 
memories and proudest moments include: 

The approval of the Land Preservation and conservation easement ballot proposals that have resulted 
in the protection of important park natural areas,  

Working with landowners, officials, staff, and granting agencies on park land acquisitions such as 
Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park, Lost Lake Nature Park, and Fox Nature Preserve, 

The planning, financing, construction, and opening of new parks and recreation facilities such as 
those at Bear Creek Nature Park and the athletic fields and archery range at Marsh View Park, 

The establishment of the Music in the Meadows summer concert series, the Goodison Good Tyme fall 
festival and the Winter Carnival; all events where I have enjoyed meeting Township residents and 
park users,  

And lastly, those moments when I was able to leave my desk and venture into our amazing parks with 
knowledgeable staff, Commissioners, and Township residents. 

As we prepare for my upcoming departure, I want to do whatever I can to make the transition easier.  

There is no doubt in my mind that Oakland Township Parks and Recreation will continue to protect 
local woodlands, wetlands, and grasslands; to nurture residentsô connection to the natural world, and 
to provide facilities and activities that foster community. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Mindy Milos-Dale 
Parks and Recreation Director 

  Whatõs New In The Parks... 

0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ #ÅÒÔÉǢÃÁÔÅ 2ÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÉÎÇ ΨΫ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÁÔ 
&ÅÂȢ ΧΪȟ ΨΦΨΪ 0ÁÒËÓ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ ,ÅÆÔ ÔÏ ÒÉÇÈÔȡ  
#ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÒ -ÁÔÔ 0ÅËÌÏȟ 2ÅÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ )ÎÇÒÉÄ +ÌÉǟÅÌȟ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÒ 
*ÉÍ 1ÕÅÓÅÎÂÅÒÒÙȟ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ -ÉÎÄÙ -ÉÌÏÓ-$ÁÌÅȟ 6ÉÃÅ #ÈÁÉÒ $ÁÎ 3ÉÍÏÎȟ #ÈÁÉÒ 
%ÍÉÌÙ "ÁÒËÈÁÍȟ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÒ #ÁÔÈÙ 2ÏÏÎÅÙȟ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ "ÒÉÁÎ "ÌÕÓÔȟ 
4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒ #ÒÁÉÇ "ÌÕÓÔȢ 

ɉ#ÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÏÎ ÐÁÇÅ ΧΨɊ 

%ÎÄ .ÏÔÅȡ  4ÈÅ 0ÁÒËÓ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ 
ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×ÉÎÇ ÑÕÁÌÉǢÅÄ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÂÅ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȭÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÁÒ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Natureôs Sensory Adventure!     Caregiver & Baby 

Monday, July 8       Bear Creek Nature Park 
10:00am-11:30am          740 W. Snell Rd., Rochester, 48306 
 
Just because youôre stuck in a stroller doesnôt mean you shouldnôt have nature programming.  
Join us as we take a sensory adventure across the stroller friendly Bear Creek Nature Park as 
we experience smells, feelings, sounds, tastes and sights that only nature can provide.  We will 
have a delicious fruit snack to take with us on the trails while we feel the soft leaves of mint, 
listen to the trills of frogs, observe turtles lounging on logs and smell a few beautiful 
wildflowers.  No fee for caregiver/parent. 

Resident Registration open now.  Non-Resident registration opens:  June 17 
Residents:  $5/child    Non-residents:  $7/child  Register by July 2 

Tiny Turtle Relay Race      PreK 3-5yrs. old 

Friday, June 14       Bear Creek Nature Park, Pavilion 
10:00am-11:00am          740 W. Snell Rd., Rochester, 48306 
Join us as we engage in a terrific turtle shellabration!  We will be warming up with a 
short story read to us by a turtle puppet before being introduced to an Eastern Box Turtle, 
Painted Turtles, and a Tortoise!  Afterwards we will put the rumors of turtles being slow 
to the test as we try and beat the turtle in a short race.  We will put together a turtle craft 
to take home and take a short stroll out to the pond to see some wild turtles taking in 
some sunlight!   Children under age 5 must be accompanied by an adult.   
Resident Registration open now.  Register by June 10 
Non-Resident registration opens:  May 24 Residents:  $5   Non-residents:  $7 

Seasonal Campfire:  Glittering Fireflies    Families 

Friday, July 26        Cranberry Lake Park 
8:30pm-10:00pm       388 W. Predmore Rd.,  
         Oakland, 48363 

Join us for a unique seasonal park experience as we gather around a campfire for a fiery 
lesson in some of natureôs nocturnal friends.  For the summer we will be taking a close look 
at our flying LED lights:  the fireflies.  We will be sharing a few of our favorite firefly 
myths from around the world, learning how they chemically produce light (using a 
diabolically named substance), putting together our own glowing firefly action figures to 

take home, and enjoying some sômores before turning our attention to the woods for a firefly frolic!  Participants 
are encouraged to bring their own insect repellent.  All fireflies will be released at the end of the program.   
Children under age 10 must be accompanied by an adult.  All family members in attendance must 
register.    
Resident Registration open now.  Non-Resident registration opens:  July 5   
Residents:  $5     Non-residents:  $7  Register by July 23  

Summer Sun-sation     FREE   Families 

Sunday, June 16    DROP-IN  Lost Lake Nature Park 
11:00am-2:00pm          846 Lost Lake Trail, Oakland, 48363 

As we get closer to the Summer Solstice- the longest day of the year, weôll celebrate the start 
of summer and catching some rays. Test the effectiveness of different sunscreens through 
sunscreen finger-painting, try telling time with a sundial, & make a sun-catcher to take 
home. Each hour on the hour there will be a guided nature walk to search for animals 
basking in the sun and  the telling of sun myths from around the world at the campfire.   
No registration required, drop-in as able for this free program. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Sunrise and Stars: An Early Morning Look at the Sky  Families 
Saturday, August 17       Marsh View Park 

5:00am-Sunrise       3100 E Clarkston Rd, Oakland 48363 

You wonôt want to miss this opportunity to view an early morning look at the stars and planets before the sun 
rises! Enjoy a view of Jupiter and Mars side-by-side in a near conjunction and grab sights of Saturn, too. Watch 

Orion rising in the East, view the Orion Nebula, and see an early bird look at the entire winter 
hexagon of bright stars surrounding Orion, all in the warmth of midsummer. There are more 
goodies to see: the Andromeda Galaxy, a grand globular star cluster, and glorious open star 
clusters. Oakland Astronomy Club will provide the telescopes. Bring your curiosity and binoculars 
or borrow ours. Dress for the elements. All Family members in attendance must register. 

Resident Registration is open now.   Non-Resident Registration opens July 27.  

Residents: $5    Non-residents: $7        Register by Aug. 14 

Seasonal Adult HikesðMichiganôs Bats  Adults 18 + 

Friday, August 9     Charles Ilsley Park 
8:00pm-9:30pm     1479 E. Predmore Rd., 
       Oakland, 48363 
Weôve all witnessed our flying mammal friends darting haphazardly through the twilight skies from our back 
porches and have heard horror stories of rabies, hair tangles, blood sucking and disease but whatôs true and 
whatôs falsehood?  Explore the 9 species of bats in Michigan which help keep humans healthy and fed.  We will 
get up close with a bat skeleton to see how theyôre able to achieve flight, learn how echolocation works, and 
learn a few tips and tricks for keeping bats out of our own homes!  We will be heading out on the trails to try and 
spot bats and hear their echolocation sounds with the help of technology.  Participants can take home the 
instructions needed to build their own bat houses.   
Participants are asked to bring their own flashlights/headlamps and insect repellent.   
Resident Registration open now.  Non-Resident registration opens:  July 19 
Residents:  $5    Non-residents:  $7       Register by August 6 

Food Webs         Families 

Friday, June 28        Lost Lake Warming Shelter 
6:00pm - 6:45pm         846 Lost Lake Trail, Oakland 48363 

Learn how living organisms in an ecosystem are intricately connected through food 
chains and webs in a 45-minute interactive talk presented by an Oakland County Parks 
naturalist! This presentation is suitable for all ages and will include exciting bio facts and 
other natural history items to demonstrate the important role each organism in a food web 
plays.    
All family members in attendance must register.  Resident Registration open now. 
Non-Resident Registration opens: June 7       Register by June 25 
Residents: $5          Non-Residents $7 
 

Adventure in Your Backyard        Families 

Friday, June 28          Lost Lake Warming Shelter 
7:00pm - 7:45pm           846 Lost Lake Trail, Oakland 48363 
Ready for an adventure in your own backyard? Join Oakland County Parks in a 45-minute interactive 
presentation where youôll learn about the wildlife and fauna found throughout Oakland Township! This 
presentation is suitable for all ages and will include exciting bio facts, pelts, and other natural history items to 
help you better understand all the amazing things that can be found in your own backyard!  
All family members in attendance must register. 

Resident Registration open now.  Non-Resident Registration opens: June 7 

Residents: $5    Non-Residents $7        Register by June 25 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Basic Outdoor Skills Camp      6th-8th Grade 

Monday, July 8 - Friday July 12     10:00am - 12:30pm  

This camp will introduce a variety of fun outdoor activities including archery, kayaking, 
and fishing (catch & release). This course covers survival skills like reading a map/
compass, recognizing your surroundings, fire starting, shelter building, obtaining drinkable 
water, wild plant identification and animal observation.  Camp meets in different Oakland 
Township park each day.   

First day of camp is held at Marsh View Park Archery Range, 3100 E. Clarkston Rd., Oakland, MI 48363  

Resident registration open now.  Non-resident registration opens: June 12 
Resident: $150      Non-resident: $187.50   Register by:  July 2 

Next Step Outdoor Skills Camp      6th-8th Grade 

Monday, July 29 - Friday, August 2      10:00am - 1:00pm 
 

An extension of our Basic Outdoors Skills Camp, activities range from archery refresher 
skills, target shooting games and beginning bow hunting, kayaking, fishing (including 
lure building), animal identification and tracking, plant identification and wild edible 
plants, land navigation, and survival skills. Camp will finish up with a Challenge Day to 
test your skills. Camp meets at a different Oakland Township park each day.  

First day of camp is held at Marsh View Park Archery Range, 3100 E. Clarkston Rd., Oakland, MI 48363  

Prerequisite: Must have taken Basic Outdoor Skills Camp or equivalent. 
Resident registration open now.   Non-resident registration opens: July 8  
Resident: $180      Non-resident: $225   Register by:  July 23 

Explore Archery Camp      Ages 8+ 

Monday, June 24 - Friday, June 28     10:00am-12:30pm  

Explore Archery is an innovative education program focused on the introducing beginners to 
the lifelong sport of target archery. In Explore Archery, campers earn achievement awards 
through active participation in individual and team building activities that teach fundamental 
skills. This camp is not based on a campersô athletic abilities or their capabilities to shoot a 
perfect score. It is fun, rewarding, and most important - safe!   
Resident registration open now.   Non-resident registration opens:  June 3 
Resident: $150      Non-resident: $187.50    Register by:  June 18 

RSC Summer Soccer Camps 2024 

Marsh View Park soccer fields, 3100 E. Clarkston Rd. in Oakland Township 

Micro Soccer Camps (ages 3-5 years old)    July 22-26 ï 6:30pm-7:30pm 

Micro Soccer Camps foster a love of physical activity while introducing soccer skills through a variety of games 
and activities. Micro camps run Monday-Friday and sessions last 1 hour. $65 Session 
 

Summer Soccer Camps (ages 6-12 years old)  July  22-26 ï 6:00pm-7:30pm  

RSC Summer Soccer Camps work with each players abilities to continue their development and love of  
soccer. Players are broken up into groups based on age and ability so all players are challenged and have a 
great experience. Camps run Monday-Friday and sessions last 90 minutes. $90 Session  
 

Every player should come dressed and ready to play soccer each day. Shin guards, cleats, soccer ball and water 
bottles are highly recommended for each player every day they attend camp. Sun screen applied prior to  
arriving is also recommended. There is no shade out on the soccer fields. 
Visit https://www.rscsoccer.org/summer-camps for more information and to register.  
For questions call Rochester Soccer Club at 248-650-0113.   www.rscsoccerrecreation.org 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
http://www.rscsoccerrecreation.org/
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All Levels Yoga   Sundays  9:30am - 10:30am    Ages 12+ 
Cranberry Lake Farm   Outdoors        388 West Predmore, Oakland, 48363 

Continue your practice outside at Cranberry Lake Farm. Join Up Dog Yoga and Oakland 
Township Parks and Recreation as they team up to bring you high quality yoga!  All Levels 
classes will accommodate all skill levels with an option to modify. Bring your water bottle 
and yoga mat.    All sessions are 6 weeks.  Resident Registration open now. 

June 23-July 28   Non-Resident registration opens:   June 2  Register by June 18 
 6 weeks    Residents:  $60   Non-residents:  $72  
August 4-September 8   Non-Resident registration opens: July 14  Register by July 30th 
 6 weeks    Residents:  $60   Non-residents:  $72  

Slow Flow Yoga   Sundays  11:00am - 12:00pm  Ages 12+ 
Cranberry Lake Farm   Outdoors        388 West Predmore, Oakland, 48363 
Continue your practice outside at Cranberry Lake Farm. This class is accessible for most yoga 
students.  Challenges will be offered along with modifications.  Movement connected to breath for 
one hour will leave you feeling peaceful and energized!  Bring your water bottle and yoga mat.   
 All sessions are 6 weeks.  Resident Registration open now.   
June 2-July 7   Non-Resident registration opens: May 12  Register by May 28 
 6 weeks    Residents:  $60   Non-residents:  $72  
July 21-August 25   Non-Resident registration opens: June 30 Register by July 16 
 6 weeks    Residents:  $60   Non-residents:  $72  
September 8-October 13  Non-Resident registration opens: August 18 Register by Sept 3 

 6 weeks    Residents:  $60   Non-residents:  $72  

Wednesday Gentle Yoga  Wednesdays  4:45pm-5:45pm   Ages 12+ 
Paint Creek Cider Mill    Indoors OR Livestream       4480 Orion Rd. Rochester, 48306 
This basic yoga class is designed to meet you were you are.  Modifications are offered and 
encouraged.  Enjoy basic yoga postures, gently stretch and strengthen the body while connecting 
with the breath, and calming the mind.  6 week sessions.  Resident Registration open now. 
June 19-July 24  Non-Resident registration opens: May 29  Register by June 16 

 6 weeks    Residents:  $60   Non-residents:  $72  
July 31-September 4  Non-Resident registration opens: July 10  Register by July 28 
 6 weeks    Residents:  $60   Non-residents:  $72  

Monday Gentle Yoga   Mondays  4:45pm-5:45pm    Ages 12+ 
Paint Creek Cider Mill    Indoors OR Livestream       4480 Orion Rd. Rochester, 48306 

This  basic yoga class is designed to meet you were you are.  Modifications are offered and 
encouraged.  Enjoy basic yoga postures, gently stretch and strengthen the body while connecting 
with the breath, and calming the mind.  6 week sessions.  Resident Registration open now. 

June 24-July 29   Non-Resident registration opens: June 3   Register by June 19 

 6 weeks    Residents:  $60   Non-residents:  $72  
August 5-September 16 Non-Resident registration opens: July 15  Register by July 31 
(No class September 2) 6 weeks   Residents:  $60   Non-residents:  $72  

Thursday Gentle Yoga  Thursdays  6:00pm-7:00pm   Ages 12+ 
Paint Creek Cider Mill    Indoors OR Livestream        4480 Orion Rd. Rochester, 48306 
Join Up Dog Yoga and Oakland Township Parks and Recreation for high quality yoga!  This basic yoga classes 
is designed to meet you where you are.  Enjoy basic yoga poses that gently stretch and strengthen your 
body.  Modifications are offered and encouraged.  6 week sessions.  Resident Registration open now. 
June 20-August 8  Non-Resident registration opens: May 30 Register by June 17 
(No class July 4 and July 25)  Residents:  $60   Non-residents:  $72  
August 15-September 19 Non-Resident registration opens: July 25 Register by August 12 
 6 weeks    Residents:  $60   Non-residents:  $72  

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Next Step Tai Chi Beginners  Wednesdays  6:00pm - 7:00pm   Adults 18+  

Cranberry Lake Farm   Outdoors  388 W. Predmore Rd., Oakland, 48363 
Continue practicing Tai Chi by learning the remaining movements of the Yang style 
while reviewing the basic principles of Tai Chi.  This class is for those students who 
have already learned the first third of the Yang Style (Chen Man Ching) Tai Chi 
form and/or have the permission of the instructor.  All sessions are led by Marci 
Jenkins who has over 20 years of Tai Chi training and practice.   
Resident registration open now. 
July 10-August 28  Non-Resident registration opens:  June 19 Register by July 7 
 8 week session     Residents:  $64   Non-residents:  $80  

Tai Chi Beginners   Tuesdays  6:00pm - 7:00pm    Adults 18+ 

Cranberry Lake Farm   Outdoors  388 W. Predmore Rd., Oakland, 48363 
These classes will cover the beginning movements of the Tai Chi form  and principles, 
as well as enhance your overall health by improving balance and feelings of wellbeing.  
You should be able to support your weight while standing or bring a chair if unable to 
stand without assistance.  Grab some comfortable clothing and shoes. No flip flops or 
sandals. Our practice will be outdoors at Cranberry Lake Farm.  All sessions are led by 
Marci Jenkins who has over 20 years of Tai Chi training and practice.   

Resident Registration open now.  
July 9-August 27  Non-Resident registration opens:  June 18 Register by July 7 
 8 week session   Residents:  $64   Non-residents:  $80  

OPEN RANGE SHOOT   FREE     Ages 8 -Adult  

Marsh View Park, 3100 E. Clarkston Rd., Oakland, MI  48363 

Practice your archery skills. Range supervised by certified USA Archery Instructors.  Not sure how to shoot?  
Our instructors can assist you with our 1st Shot Demo Program - 5 minute teaching time/demo during Open 
Range Shoot Session Times. ñFree Loan Programò eligible - bows, arrows and targets provided or bring your 
own.  Equipment will be sanitized between users and sessions.  Children between 8 and 17 years of age must be 
accompanied by an adult.    Registration is required for each 1 hour session.   

June 20ïAugust 22  THURSDAYS  4:00pm-7:00pm 
Sessions run:   4:00pm-5:00pm,   5:00pm-6:00pm,   OR   6:00pm-7:00pm 
 FREE    Resident and Non-Resident Registration:  Open now 
 

June 22ïAugust 24  SATURDAYS  12:00pm-4:00pm 
Sessions run:   12:00pm-1:00pm,  1:00pm-2:00pm,  2:00pm-3:00pm OR  3:00pm-4:00pm 
 FREE    Resident and Non-Resident Registration:  Open now 
 

June 23ïAugust 25   SUNDAYS   12:00pm-4:00pm 
Sessions run:   12:00pm-1:00pm,  1:00pm-2:00pm,  2:00pm-3:00pm OR   3:00pm-4:00pm 
(No Sessions on August 11) 
 FREE    Resident and Non-Resident Registration:  Open now 
A monthôs worth of sessions are available for registration at any one time. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Next Step Archery          Ages 8+  

Once youôve completed our Beginning Archery program, take your skills to the next level 
by improving your form, discover the use of sights to improve your aim, and sharpen your 
release skills to prepare yourself for competition or to simply master the target during 
practice. This program is designed for everyone over the age of eight.  Pre-Requisite:  
Must have completed a Beginning Archery class or its equivalent.  5 weeks. 

     Saturdays  10:45am - 11:45am  
June 1-July 13   Non-Resident registration Opens: May 11 
 (No class June 15 & July 6) Residents: $60  Non-Residents: $75  Register by: May 28 
     Saturdays  9:00am - 10:00am 
July 20-August 17  Non-Resident registration Opens: June 29 
    Residents: $60  Non-Residents: $75   Register by: July 16 

Archery Club     Tuesdays 5:00pm-6:00pm   Ages 10-18  

Joining an archery club is a great way to achieve your archery goals, make new 
friends and have fun!  Shooting year-round will improve your accuracy, efficiency 
and confidence.  Youôll benefit from tips and tricks others share with you, laugh at 
common mistakes and failures, and, most importantly, enhance your overall archery 
experience. For the more serious archer we will teach you how to use sights to ready 
you for the next level.  Youôll find no better place to meet like-minded people who share your archery passions.  
Use our equipment or bring your own.  Prerequisite:  Must have completed Next Step Archery (Intermediate) 
course or Team Archery.  Resident registration open now. 
June 4 - July 9    Non-Resident registration Opens: May 14 
    Residents: $72  Non-Residents: $90  Register by: May 30 

Beginning Archery          Ages 8+  

Looking for something new and fun to try on a beautiful summer day? This fun class is for 
you and your family! Our instructors will cover safety, equipment and basic fundamentals 
of shooting. Sanitized equipment provided.  5 weeks.  Resident registration open now. 
     Mondays 5:00pm-6:30pm 
June 10-July 8   Non-Resident registration Opens: May 20 
    Residents: $90  Non-Residents: $112.50  Register by: June 5 
     Saturdays  9:00am - 10:30am 
June 1-July 13   Non-Resident registration Opens: May 11 
(No class June 15 & July 6) Residents: $90  Non-Residents: $112.50  Register by: May 28 
     Saturdays  10:15am - 11:45am 
July 20-August 17  Non-Resident registration Opens: June 29 
    Residents: $90  Non-Residents: $112.50  Register by: July 16 

Junior Olympic Archery DevelopmentðJOAD Wednesdays 5:00pm-6:00pm Ages 10 + 

We are excited to offer this new opportunity for our shooters looking to advance their technique 
and earn achievement awards.  JOAD will focus on your shooting skills, technique, and process. 
We will go in depth into how we shoot and discuss ways to improve. All participants must be a 
member of USA Archery.  Use our equipment or bring your own.  6 week program. *(Must have 
coach evaluation or recommendation to register)*  Please contact us at 
OTPR.JOAD@gmail.com to see if you are a good fit for JOAD.   

June 5ï July 10   Resident and non-resident registration open now.  
    Residents: $72  Non-Residents: $90  Register by: May 31 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
mailto:OTPR.JOAD@gmail.com
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  Portable Disc Golf Loan!   
Disc golf is a great way for people of all ages and abilities to spend time outdoors with 

friends and family while getting in a little exercise.  Residents of Oakland Township can 

now borrow our disc golf baskets and discs for free! (A $100, fully refundable deposit is 

required.) It only takes 5-10 minutes and 3 easy steps to set up the portable Mach Lite disc 

golf baskets.  Each Mach Lite basket weighs less than 27 pounds and comes in its own 

carrying case, making them easy to transport and set-up on your own mini-course. The 

disc golf loan includes up to four baskets and four sets of discs. Set up your course in an 

Oakland Township Park or at your home!  Call the Oakland Township Parks and 

Recreation office at 248-651-7810 for further details. 

0ÏÒÔÁÂÌÅ ÄÉÓÃ ÇÏÌÆ ÅÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ 
ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÌÏÁÎȢ 

 

Archery 
Tournament 

SUNDAY,  AUGUST 11, 2024 - 10AM 

Location: Marsh View Park  

3100 E. Clarkston Rd., Oakland, MI 48363 

Age Groups: 50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75-79,  

 80-84, 85-89, 90-94, 95-99, 100+ 
 

Divisions: Compound Release, Compound Finger, 

Recurve, Barebow Compound, Barebow Recurve  

Rounds: 900 American, 60, 50, & 40 yds 

30 arrows at each distance. 
 

How to Register: Please call 248-608-0250 or visit our website at 

www.michiganseniorolympics.org 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JULY 19, 2024 

***Official Qualifier for the 2025 National Senior Games in Des Moines, Iowa*** 

Returning to the archery team this year are Brooke Patrician and Griffin Moore, as our seasonal 

archery assistants. Both Brooke and Griffin have successfully moved through the levels as students in 

our archery program and are the perfect additions to the summer crew! Welcome back guys! 
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7Å ÁÒÅ ÓÅÁÒÃÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ Á ÔÅÁÍ ÐÌÁÙÅÒ ÔÏ ǢÌÌ Á ÃÁÓÕÁÌ ÐÏÓÔ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄÓȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 
ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ǢÌÌ ÙÏÕÒ Ïǟ ÈÏÕÒÓ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒËÓȟ ×ÅȭÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÙÏÕȦ  #ÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÐÏÓÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔ ÐÁÇÅ ÁÔ ÏÁËÌÁÎÄÔÏ×ÎÓÈÉÐȢÏÒÇ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÓ Á ÃÁÌÌ ÉÆ ÉÔ ÓÏÕÎÄÓ ÌÉËÅ Á ÇÏÏÄ ǢÔ Ȧ  ΨΪή-άΫΧ-έήΧΦȢ 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Administrative Team Update  

Welcome aboard to Michele Rutledge, our new Administrative Assistant, who 
comes with over 10 years experience in that role.  She believes this particular 
role is a vital part in the functioning of the entire office.  She is extremely 
organized, hardworking and loves making the office a fun place to work.  Her 
interests include biking, golfing and a passion for baking.  She is looking 
forward to being a part of the team and is very excited for her new role in the 
Parks and Recreation department.  Welcome to the team Michele! 

A Fond Farewell to Carol Kasprzak who is retiring from the Administrative 
Assistant position that she has held since 2001!  
While juggling the daily operations of the Parks and Recreation office, Carol has 
generously shared her many talents with us including her accounting skills and 
her knack for editing, proof reading, and creatively laying out our newsletters.   
Carolôs devotion to our Parks system, knowledge of our daily operations, and 
readiness to assist residents and co-workers with a smile will be dearly missed.  
We wish Carol a long and joyful retirement with her friends and family ï 
enjoying leisure activities such as sailing, gardening, and kayaking. 

Parks and Recreationôs receptionist Kim Newton has retired from her position 
with Parks and Recreation to spend quality time with her family.  Chances are that 
you were greeted by Kimôs cheery voice or smiling face if youôve called or visited 
the Park office during the past three years.  
Kim has been a capable and delightful team member and will be sorely missed!  
Please join us as we extend all our warmest wishes to Kim as she moves on to her 
next journey traveling between southeast Michigan, New Jersey, Alberta, and 
Ottawa!   

Dogs In Township Parks Must be On a Leash and Under Control  

A dog may well be manôs ï and womanôs best friend, but off-leash dogs in public parks can pose problems to 
themselves or others.  The leash law for the State of Michigan dictates that whenever dogs are not on their 
ownerôs property, they must be restrained with a leash.  Oakland Townshipôs Parks and Recreation regulations 
specifically state that pets must be on a leash and that the pet must be kept under control at all times. 

Keep your dog on a 6 foot long regular leash ï not a retractable one!  

Retractable leashes can allow dogs to get far enough away from their humans that a situation can 
quickly turn dangerous. An off-leash dog or a dog on a retractable leash is often able to make 
uninvited contact with other dogs or people, potentially endangering your dog, other dogs, or people.  Your 
dog may be the one who gets injured.  The state and local regulations are in place to protect everyone ï it is in 
your best interest to obey them! 
Many species of viewable wildlife decline along the trail edges when dogs explore the brush.  Off-leash dogs 
prevent turkey and other birds from ground-nesting, may discover and harm fawns (a natural instinct), and 
push mammals further into the woodlands, thus decreasing the park experience for all visitors.  
Dog excrement is both unpleasant and can spread disease to humans and wildlife. Clean-up bag dispensers are 
located at several park entries and along the Paint Creek Trail for your use. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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  Whatõs New In The Parks...ɉ#ÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÐÁÇÅ ΨɊ 

 

This projectôs proposed improvements include a Snell Road entry, parking lot, trailhead with drinking water, 
restrooms, a picnic area and plantings native to Michigan.  Park trails will feature benches and an overlook of 
the West Branch of Stony Creek. Wayfinding and nature interpretive signs will highlight the parkôs bird species 
and natural areas.  See the proposed site plan on page 23.   

After a grant agreement is signed, detailed design and construction drawings will be created and reviewed 
before we bid out this work.  Construction is projected to take place in 2025.  The LWCF grant application can 
be found on the Parks and Recreation pages at www.oaklandtownship.org. 
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LWCF Program background  

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) was established by 
Congress in 1964 to safeguard our natural areas, water resources and 
cultural heritage, and to provide recreation opportunities to all Americans. 

Using zero taxpayer dollars, the LWCF invests earnings 
from offshore oil and gas leasing to help strengthen 
communities, preserve our history and protect our 
national endowment of lands and waters.  The LWCF 
program is a federal program administered by the United 
States Department of Interiorôs National Park Service 
(NPS) and implemented by the Michigan DNR Grants 
Management Section (Grants Management). 

Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park $340,100 Grant Award (Continued from page 1)  

Maintenance... 

The OTHS has donated an historic train signal booth to Oakland 
Township Parks. It will be installed this year at Paint Creek 

Junction Park . The train signal booth 
was originally located a little south of 
the Paint Creek Cider mill along the 
old railway, and served as a booth for 
railroad personnel who controlled the 
movement of trains in and out of the 
siding located in the Goodison area. 
The Signal Booth was restored by 
Doug Caruso and his father at the 
time it was given to OTHS several 
years ago.  It has been located under 
the roofed area at the front of the 
Paint Creek Cider Mill recently.  The 
booth will have interpretive signage 
to describe how it was used to control 
rail traffic along the rail line that is 
now the Paint Creek Trail. 

Natural Areas Stewardshipé 

Our natural areas stewardship team continues 

to improve habitat in our parks! Itôs important 

for us to help you connect with 

and care for nature in our parks, 

so weôve added opportunities 

for you to get involved in 

meaningful ways. This spring 

staff and trained volunteers used prescribed 

fire throughout the parks to improve 

pollinator habitat (See Page 19.).  

This summer volunteers will also help with 

nest box monitoring, lake monitoring, photo 

monitoring, seed collecting, seed cleaning, 

seed planting, invasive shrub control, and 

more! Learn more about our natural areas 

stewardship programs and events at 

oaklandnaturalareas.com and on pages 16 & 

17 of this newsletter. 

-ÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅ &ÏÒÅÍÁÎ 
$ÏÕÇ #ÁÒÕÓÏ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÇÎÁÌ 
ÂÏÏÔÈ ÈÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ 
ÒÅÓÔÏÒÅÄȢ 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
http://www.oaklandtownship.org
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Lost Lake Open Houses 
Oakland Township Parks and Recreation and Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve have partnered to bring 

Oakland Township residents and others exciting programs at Lost Lake Nature Park! Family, friends 

and neighbors are invited to explore themed indoor and outdoor activities at any of these  

FREE drop in events, with no pre-registration required. 

Open House events occur 12-3 pm every 2nd Saturday & 4th Sunday of the month!* 

 

Saturday, June 8 & Sunday, June 23: Playing and Sleeping in Nature 

On Saturday, June 8 weôll have fishing at the dock. Inside you can make a swimming fish craft and learn about 

different types of fishing. Sunday, June 23 weôll practice setting up tents & try kayaking outside on Lost Lake, 

while inside we make a campfire collage with our handprints and explore how to prepare for a camping and 

kayaking adventure!  

Saturday, July 13 & Sunday, July 28: Michiganôs Prehistoric Pastï Our State Rock & Fossil 

Saturday, July 13, weôll search for Petoskey Stones among the rockwork at the picnic area. Learn how to 

polish a Petoskey Stone. Explore underwater plants and animals from the Devonian period. Sculpt a coral reef of 

your own to take home. Join us on Sunday, July 28 when weôll hike with an eye out for how the ice age changed 

the shape of the land. Explore our state fossilï the Mastodon- with replica American Mastodon teeth. Find out 

how the Mammoth and the Mastodon compare. Create a cardboard tube Mastodon to take home. 

Saturday, August 10 & Sunday, August 25: Pollination, Flowers & Fruit  

On Saturday, August 10 weôll look for pollinators-birds, bees, butterflies & more!- in action on the sledding hill 

and use sweep nets for a closer look. Inside weôll make a pompom pollinator and play a pollination game. Join 

the fun on Sunday, August 25, as we dive into a world of flowers and fruits! Explore what makes a fruit unique 

by peering through a microscope, craft a vibrant tissue paper bouquet, and embark on a quest to count the 

blossoms and fruits lining the trail. Get ready for a day of botanical excitement!  

 

All programs on this page take place at Lost Lake Nature Park Nature Center, 846 Lost Lake Trail,  west of Rochester 

south of Predmore:  

For more information visit: www.dinosaurhill.org  ***Dinosaur Hill offers programs at other Township parks as 

well. Check out pages 4 and 5 to see what is coming up soon!**  

*Alternate dates when in conflict with Federal holidays. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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The sun is the most familiar of our celestial neighbors.  Life on Earth depends on the energy from the 

sun.  We know that the sun makes us warm and that plants use it to photosynthesize.  The sun is not 

the simple 'ball of fire in the sky' that we might think.  Like Earth, the sun is in a constant state of flux.  

On Earth we are able to observe may of these phenomena and several of them can even affect us.  

Read on to learn more about a few of the many fascinating sun phenomena. 

You have probably heard of sunspots before.  These are areas on the surface of the sun that take a few 

days to a few weeks to form and last for up to a few months and that appear as relatively dark spots on 

the surface of the sun.  They were first recorded by people in drawings in 1128 but were probably 

observed by humans well before that.  What causes these patches and do they 

impact us?  First of all, it is pretty cool to know that the sun goes through a 

cycle every 11 years.  During the course of the 'sun cycle' there are many 

changes occurring.  This year we are roughly mid-way through a solar cycle.  

This mid-point in the cycle represents a peak of solar activity.  Some have 

likened this to the equivalent of a solar hurricane season.  For us, this means 

that we are likely to experience some of the most vivid and frequent Northern Lights that we have 

seen the past 20 years and they will likely be visible further south than usual!  While the Northern 

Lights are not as easily observed here in Southeast Michigan, we do occasionally see them. Many of 

you may have seen them when on vacation up north where viewing is much better. 

During the peak period we are experiencing right now, the number of sunspots increases and they tend 

to cluster further north and south from the equator of the sun.  Scientists are not sure exactly how 

sunspots form but it is related to the sunôs magnetic activity.  Sunspots are regions where the intense 

magnetic activity in the core of the sun bubbles up to the sunôs surface.  The magnetic field in a 

sunspot can be up to 2500 times stronger than the magnetic field of the Earth!  This overwhelming 

magnetic field inhibits the infusion of hot gases and so the spots are much cooler than the surrounding 

surface of the sun which is why the appear dark.  They can also cause the emissions of large amounts 

of energy from the sun in a phenomenon known as a solar flare.  While it is very dangerous to look at 

the sun directly, you can visit this page to take a look at the sunspots that are present now:  https://

soho.nascom.nasa.gov/sunspots/. 

This year, when the sun is very active, some other really amazing things are happening.  The 11 year 

cycle is marked by a huge change in the magnetic field of the sun.  At the height of the solar cycle, 

where we are at this year, the sunôs magnetic field flip-flops.  North becomes South and South 

becomes North!  This flip-flop is believed to have an impact on the development of 

sunspots.  Solar activity increases as sunspots increase.  This increase in activity has 

the potential to impact earth. The National Weather Service (NWS) - operating 

under the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) - actually 

monitors and make this information available to the public.  For example, as I write 

this, the NOAA NWS is reporting a Severe Geomagnetic Storm with a Planetary K-

Index of 8!  The Planetary K-Index shows the degree of geomagnetic storms on the 

sun and the resulting disturbances to Earthôs magnetic field - and an '8' is a notable event.  The K-

Index quantifies the activity and potential impacts to us.  See the chart to get an idea of how the NWS 

(Continued on page 15) 

Something is Happening on the Sun  
By:  Dr. Sue M. Neal, Executive Director, Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
https://soho.nascom.nasa.gov/sunspots/
https://soho.nascom.nasa.gov/sunspots/
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quantifies the strength and potential impacts of geomagnetic storms.  You can also check out this 

webpage to see what is happening now:  https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/.  It is really fun to check on this 

page to see what is going on with our friend the Sun ï especially during years like 2024 when things 

are pretty active. 

It is really interesting to learn more about the Sun and occasionally check out the many websites that 

share information about current solar activity, photos of sunspots and solar flares.  Take some time to 

search those out.  Want to learn more about the Sun and celebrate this life-giving neighbor of ours?  

Join Dinosaur Hill Naturalists June 16 for a Sun-Sational program! (Details on page 4.) 

Something is Happening on the Sun é (Continued from page 14) 

0ÌÁÎÅÔÁÒÙ +-)ÎÄÅØ ÃÈÁÒÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÔÁȡ 3ÐÁÃÅ 7ÅÁÔÈÅÒ 0ÒÅÄÉÃÔÉÏÎ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ɉ370#Ɋ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 53 .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ /ÃÅÁÎÉÃ ÁÎÄ 

!ÔÍÏÓÐÈÅÒÉÃ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ɉ./!!ɊȢ 6ÁÌÅÒÙÁ -ÉÌÏÖÁÎÏÖÁ Ⱦ 7ÉÎÄÙȢÁÐÐ 

0ÁÉÎÔ #ÒÅÅË #ÉÄÅÒ -ÉÌÌ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÓÔÁǟ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÉÎ 

ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÅÃÌÉÐÓÅȢ 
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