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The Mission of Oakland Township Parks 

and Recreation Commission is to provide 

a sustainable system of parks, trails, 

programs, amenities, and services which 

create memorable experiences and a 

sense of place, contributes to the 

economic value of the Township and 

preserves the historical and natural 

heritage of the landscapes for existing 

and future generations. 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission Newsletter  

Kick -off Summer with Two Park Grand Openings!  

The Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission and the Board of 
Trustees invite everyone to attend the Ribbon-cutting Ceremony for this 234-
acre preserve!  Come to explore the  rustic trails that wind through open fields 
and woodlands and to learn about this parkôs natural and cultural heritage.  
Light refreshments will be served after the ribbon-cutting and recognition 
ceremony.   

Dedication of Fox Nature Preserve  

Monday, May 22, 2023  4:00 pm 

1627 West Predmore Road 

The Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission and the Paint 
Creek Trailways Commission invite everyone to celebrate the grand opening 
of this park and trailhead!  Help inaugurate Oakland Townshipôs newest park 
facilities with activities that highlight this parkôs railroad and trolley history, a 
ribbon-cutting and recognition ceremony, light refreshments, and railroad-
themed giveaways!   

 

(continued on page 13)  

Paint Creek Junction  

Ribbon -Cutting on National Trails Day!  

Saturday, June 3, 2023  11:00 am  

2210 Orion Road 

For both Grand Openings, in case of inclement weather, the ceremony will be held 
at the Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion Road. For questions contact the Parks 
and Recreation office at 248-651-7810. 

(continued on page 15)  

Help celebrate our 16th season with three great summer concerts!  
These FREE concerts are held in our parks on Friday evenings, June 
30, July 14, and August 11, and feature jazz, country, and classical 
music.  Bring your own personal insect repellantðour natural areas 
are not sprayed!  See page 3 for details. 
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From the Director...  

If at first you donôt succeed, try, try again! 

We are grateful for all the suggestions shared at 
several design workshops that were held to create a 
preliminary plan for access improvements at Stony 
Creek Ravine Nature Park.  This input formed the 
basis for two initial grant applications to obtain project 
funding:  First-round Michigan Spark Grant and a 
CFSEM Design and Access Grant.  While more than 
460 communities, such as ours, applied for the Spark 
Grants, only 21 communities were funded, not 
including Oakland Township.  

Fortunately our state has other grant-funding 
opportunities that support public parks and outdoor 
recreation such as the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund and the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund.  
So, we have taken this projectôs design workshop 
suggestions, divided the project into phases to better 
match these additional funding sources, and applied to 
both of these programs for Phase 1 improvements.  
See page 14. 

Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park was acquired to 
protect natural features including the Stony Creek 
corridor, woodlands, wetlands, grasslands and the 
wildlife that inhabit them, such as 150 bird species.  
This projectôs proposed improvements; including a 
Snell Road entry, parking lot, trail system, sitting 
area, potable water, signage, and picnic facilities, will 
provide greater opportunity to enjoy this park. 

The Design and Access grant awards will be 
announced in Spring/Summer 2023 and the LWCF and 
MNRTF grant awards will be announced in December 
2023.  All grant applications can be found on the Parks 
and Recreation pages at www.oaklandtownship.org. 

 Mindy Milos -Dale 

 Parks and Recreation Director 

  Whatõs New In The Parks... 

ΨΦΦή 'ÒÁÎÄ /ÐÅÎÉÎÇ 0ÈÏÔÏ 

Natural Areas Stewardship    
One tool in the land management toolbox 
is prescribed fire. We conduct these 
prescribed burns throughout park natural 
areas and along the Paint Creek Trail to help restore 
ecological function to special natural communities. 

Visit the Natural Areas Blog to find out more detailed 
information about Prescribed Burns and other unique 
natural details about your Oakland Township Parks! 

https://oaklandnaturalareas.com/prescribed-fire/ 

See page 21 for more notes on our Land Stewardship 
toolbox! 

Welcome Lost Lake Nature Park Caretakers  
Elizabeth and Michaelôs family loves the natural 
world and they are grateful to be here!  Both 
educators, Elizabeth is an 
artist and teaches art, 
library, and literacy at 
Upland Hills School, and 
Michael teaches throughout 
SE Michigan about 
evolution, storytelling and 
superheroes.  ñWe feel so 
blessed to be part of a 
people and park system that 
values biodiversity and 
natural beauty.  Please say hello if you are here and 
we'll tell you some stories about the birds, oak trees, 
or fairy shrimp that live here with us!ò 

-ÉÃÈÁÅÌ ÁÎÄ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈ 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
http://www.oaklandtownship.org
https://oaklandnaturalareas.com/prescribed-fire/
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http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Firefly Campfire        Family 

Saturday, July 22         9:00pm-10:30pm 

Bear Creek Nature Park & Pavilion,  740 West Snell Rd., Rochester, MI  48306 
Whether you call them fireflies or lightning bugs, these insects light the night.  We will be 
sharing a few of our favorite firefly myths from around the world, learning how they 
produce light, what they use the light for, putting together glow stick fireflies to take home, 
and enjoying some sômores before turning our attention to the woods for firefly frolic!  
Participants are encouraged to bring their own insect repellent.  All fireflies will be released 
at the end of the program.  All family members in attendance must register.  Children under 
age 8 must be accompanied by an adult.    
Resident registration: open now  Non-Resident registration opens:  July 1 
Residents: $5     Non-residents: $7 Register by: July 18 

Sunny Flowers        PreK 3-5 years 

Friday, August 18        10:00am-11:00am 
Bear Creek Nature Park & Pavilion,  740 West Snell Rd., Rochester, MI  48306 
Weôll read Sunflower House by Eve Bunting.  Then learn about the parts of flowers with 
fun flower building toys.  Look at a sunflower head with a magnifying glass and identify 
the seeds.  Decorate a pot and plant a sunflower to take home.  Make a sunflower crown to 
wear.  10 participants.   
Children under age 5 must be accompanied by an adult.   
Resident registration: open now  Non-Resident registration opens:  July 28 

Residents: $5    Non-residents: $7   Register by: August 14 

Plants with Bite        Adults 18+ 

Saturday, June 17        10:00am-11:30am 

Lost Lake Nature Park,  846 Lost Lake Trail, Oakland, MI  48363 
Discover the different types of carnivorous plants found globally, why and how they are 
different.  Learn where you might find carnivorous plants here in Michigan.  Prepare a 
sundew terrarium to take home!   
Resident registration: open now    Non-Resident registration opens: May 20 

Residents: $5    Non-residents: $7   Register by: June 13 

Pastries and Petals Series, Hike, explore and make a craft with the whole family!  

   Sundays 10-11am, at different Township Parks 

 Sunday, May 7   Fox Nature Preserve, 1627 West Predmore Rd. 

 Sunday, May 21   Charles Ilsley Park, 1479 East Predmore Rd. 

 Sunday, June 4   Draper Twin Lake Park, 1015 Inwood Rd. 

 

For more information, fees and registration visit:   

oaklandtownship.recdesk.org or call 248-651-7810 

Itõs not too late to register for  Spring Nature Programs!! 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Outdoor Skills Camp        Grades 5 - 9 
Monday, July 24 - Friday July 28      10:00am - 12:30pm  
Oakland Township Parks 
This camp will introduce a variety of fun outdoor activities including archery, 
kayaking, and fishing (catch & release). This course covers survival skills like 
reading a map, recognizing your surroundings, fire starting, shelter building, 
obtaining drinkable water, wild plant identification and animal observation.  Camp 
meets in different Oakland Township Parks each day.  First day of camp is held at 
Marsh View Park Archery Range, 3100 E. Clarkston Rd.  Oakland, MI  48363.  Maximum 12 participants.   
Resident registration: open now    Non-resident registration opens: July 3  
Resident: $120    Non-resident: $150     Register by: July 18 

Explore Archery Camp       Ages 8 - Adult 
Monday, July 10 - Friday, July 14      10:00am - 12:00pm   
Marsh View Park,  3100 E. Clarkston Rd., Oakland, MI  48363 
Explore Archery is an innovative archery education program focused on introducing 
beginners to the lifelong sport of archery. In Explore Archery, campers earn 
achievement awards through active participation in individual and team building 
activities that teach fundamental skills. This camp is not based on campersô athletic 
abilities or their capabilities to shoot a perfect score. It is fun, rewarding, and most 
important-safe!  Maximum 16 participants. 
Resident registration: open now          Non resident registration opens: June 19 
Residents: $120      Non-residents: $150    Register by: July 4 

Next Step Outdoor Skills Camp       Grades 5 - 9 
Monday, August 14 -Friday, August 18     10:00am - 1:00pm 
Oakland Township Parks 

An extension of Outdoor Skills Camp, activities range from archery skills refresher, target 
shooting games and beginning bow hunting, kayaking and fishing, animal identification and 
tracking, plant identification and edibles, land navigation, and a Survival Day finale. Camp 
meets in different Oakland Township Parks each day.  The first day of camp is held at Marsh 
View Park Archery Range, 3100 E. Clarkston Rd.  Oakland, MI  48363.  Maximum 12 
participants.   

Prerequisite: Outdoor Skills Camp or similar course.   
Resident registration open now     Non-Resident registration opens: July 24   
Resident: $120    Non-resident: $150    Register by: Aug. 8 

Wild Kids of Lost Lake       Ages 6 - 10 years 
Monday, July 31st- Friday, August 4       10:00am - 3:00pm   
Lost Lake Nature Center,  846 Lost Lake Trail, Oakland,  MI 48363 

Weôll be exploring the food chain during five fun filled days at Lost Lake.  Dissect an owl 
pellet, learn how to focus binoculars, make a food chain mobile and much more!  We will 
picnic outside whenever the weather permits so bring a bagged lunch so you can continue 
sweep-netting insects, finding frogs and enjoying the beautiful surroundings of Lost Lake.  
Maximum 12 participants. 

Resident registration: open now    Non resident registration opens: July 10  
Residents: $140     Non-residents: $170    Register by: July 25 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Beginning Archery    Saturdays  9:00am-10:00am  Ages 8-Adult 
Looking for something new and fun to try on a beautiful summer Saturday morning? This 
fun class is for you and your family! Our instructors will cover safety, equipment and basic 
fundamentals of shooting. Sanitized equipment provided.  5 weeks.  Resident registration: 
open now   
 

June 3 - July 8   Non-Resident registration Opens: May 13  Register by: May 30 
 (No Class July 1) 
July 15 - August 19 Non-Resident registration Opens: June 24  Register by: July 11 
 (No Class August 5)  
Residents: $60     Non-Residents: $75 

Next Step Archery    Saturdays  10:15am-11:15am          Ages 8-Adult 
Once youôve completed our Beginning Archery program, take your skills to the next 
level by improving your form, discover the use of sights to improve your aim, and 
sharpen your release skills to prepare yourself for competition or to simply master the 
target during practice. Sanitized equipment provided.  Pre-Requisite:  Must have 
completed a Beginning Archery class or its equivalent.  Our archery instructor will 
contact registrants for approval.  5 weeks.  Resident registration: open now  
June 3 - July 8   Non-Resident registration Opens: May 13  Register by: May 30 
 (No Class July 1) 
July 15 - August 19 Non-Resident registration Opens: June 24  Register by: July 11 
 (No Class August 5)  
Residents: $60     Non-Residents: $75  

Marsh View Park soccer fields, 3100 E. Clarkston Rd. in Oakland Township 

Micro Soccer Camps (ages 3-5 years old)    July 17-21 ï 6:30pm-7:30pm at Marsh View Park 

Micro Soccer Camps foster a love of physical activity while introducing soccer skills through a variety of games 
and activities. Micro camps run Monday-Friday and sessions last 1 hour. $65 Session 
 

Summer Soccer Camps (ages 6-12 years old)  July  17-21 ï 6:00pm-7:30pm at Marsh View Park 

RSC Summer Soccer Camps work with each players abilities to continue their development and love of  
soccer. Players are broken up into groups based on age and ability so all players are challenged and have a 
great experience. Camps run Monday-Friday and sessions last 90 minutes. $90 Session  
 

Every player should come dressed and ready to play soccer each day. Shin guards, cleats, soccer ball and water 
bottles are highly recommended for each player every day they attend camp. Sun screen applied prior to  
arriving is also recommended. There is no shade out on the soccer fields. 
 
Please visit the Rochester Soccer Club Camp website  for more information and to register for the RSC 
summer camp program.  
For questions, please call 248-650-0113. 
Rochester Soccer Club (RSC) 248-650-0113  www.rscsoccerrecreation.org 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
https://www.rscsoccerrecreation.org/summer-camps.html
http://www.rscsoccerrecreation.org/
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Marsh View Park Archery Club Wednesdays  5pm-6pm  Ages 12-18  
Joining an archery club is a great way to achieve your archery goals, make new friends 
and have fun!  Shooting year-round will improve your accuracy, efficiency and 
confidence.  Youôll benefit from tips and tricks others share with you, laugh at 
common mistakes and failures, and, most importantly, enhance your overall archery 
experience. For the more serious archer we will teach you how to use sights to ready 
you for the next level.  Youôll find no better place to meet like-mined people who 
share your archery passion.  Use our equipment or bring your own.  8 weeks.  
Prerequisite: must have taken a beginning archery or Team Archery 
Resident registration: open now.  No club August 2 and August 9 
June 28 - August 30      Non-Resident registration Opens: June 7  Register by: June 25  
Residents: $96             Non-Residents: $120 

Open Range Shoot   SUMMER HOURS   Ages 8-Adult           FREE 
 

Practice your archery skills. Range supervised by certified USA Archery Instructors.  Not 
sure how to shoot?  Range Masters can assist you with our 1st Shot Demo Program - 5 
minute teaching time/demo during Open Range Shoot Session Times. Free Loan Program 
eligible - bows, arrows and targets provided or bring your own.  Equipment will be sanitized 
between users and sessions. Children between 8 and 17 years of age must be accompanied 
by an adult.  Registration is required.  Each Session is 1 hour!   

 

June 10-August 26    SATURDAYS   11:30am-2:30pm 
Sessions start:  11:30am   OR 12:30pm OR 1:30pm 
No Open Range Shoot on Saturdays July 1 or August 5 
 

June 15-August 31    THURSDAYS   4:00pm-7:00pm 
Sessions start:  4:00pm    OR 5:00pm  OR 6:00pm 
No Open Range Shoot on Thursday July 27 
 
Resident and Non-Resident Registration: Open Now  Registration open until end of that dayôs sessions. 
A monthsô worth of sessions are available for registration at any one time.  

 
ARCHERY TOURNAMENT 

SUNDAY AUGUST 27, 2023 - 10AM 

Age Groups: 50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75-79,  80-84,  

85-89, 90-94, 95-99, 100+ 

Divisions: Compound Release, Compound Finger,  

Recurve, Barebow Compound, Barebow Recurve    

Rounds: 900 American, 60, 50, & 40 yds.   

30 arrows at each distance.   

How to Register: Please call 248-608-0250 or visit our  

website at www.michiganseniorolympics.org 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JULY 23, 2023 

Location: Marsh View Park, 3100 E. Clarkston Rd., Oakland, MI 48363 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Tai Chi Beginners   Tuesdays, 6:00pm -7:00pm  Adults 18+ 
Cranberry Lake Farm,  338 West Predmore, Oakland, MI  48363 
These classes will cover the beginning movements of the Tai Chi form and principles, as well as 
enhance your overall health by improving balance and feelings of wellbeing.  You should be able 
to support your weight while standing or bring a chair if unable to stand without assistance.  Grab 
some comfortable clothing and shoes. No flip flops or sandals.  All sessions are led by Marci 
Jenkins who has over 20 years of Tai Chi training and practice.   
Resident registration: open now 
May 9 - June 27 (8 weeks) Non-Resident Registration opens: Apr.18  Register by:  May 3 
Residents: $64   Non-Residents: $80      
July 11 - August 15 (6 weeks) Non-Resident Registration opens: June 20  Register by:  July 5  
Residents: $48   Non-Residents: $60 
Sept. 5 - Oct. 24 (8 weeks) Non-Resident Registration opens: August 15  Register by:  August 31 
Residents: $64   Non-Residents: $80  

Curious about tai chi but want to try it out first? Hereôs your chance!  

Grab a friend and come to our open house at Cranberry Lake Farm.  

Try out some of the beginning movements of the Tai Chi form and 

principles. You should be able to support your weight while standing, and 

chairs will be available for anyone needing assistance with balance.  

Wear comfortable clothing and shoes. No flip flops or sandals.  

The open house is free, and registration is not required. 

Tai Chi Beginners 

OPEN HOUSE 

Wednesday, August 9 

7:15pm-8:15pm 

Cranberry Lake Farm 

388 West Predmore,  

Oakland, MI  48363 

Next Step Tai Chi Beginners  Wednesdays  6:00pm -7:00pm  Adults 18+  

Cranberry Lake Farm,  338 West Predmore, Oakland, MI  48363 

Continue practicing Tai Chi by learning the remaining movements of the Yang style while 

reviewing the basic principles of Tai Chi.  This class is for those students who have already 

learned the first third of the Yang Style (Chen Man Ching) Tai Chi form and/or have the 

permission of the instructor.  All sessions are led by Marci Jenkins who has over 20 years of 

Tai Chi training and practice. 15 participants.  Resident registration: open now 

May 10 - June 28 (8 weeks) Non-Resident Registration opens: Apr.19  Register by:  May 4 

Residents: $64   Non-Residents: $80      

July 12 - August 16 (6 weeks) Non-Resident Registration opens: June 21  Register by:  July 6  

Residents: $48   Non-Residents: $60 

Sept. 6 - Oct. 25 (8 weeks) Non-Resident Registration opens: August 16  Register by:  August 31 

Residents: $64   Non-Residents: $80  

Yoga by the Lake     Saturdays  10:00am-11:00am  Ages 12+ 

Lost Lake Nature Park, 846 Lost Lake Trail, Oakland, MI  48363 

Step out of the studio and enjoy doing yoga in the warmth of the sun and in full view of serene 

Lost Lake.  This all-levels yoga class will accommodate all skill levels with an option to modify.  

Bring your water bottle and yoga mat.  Certified UpDog Yoga RYT instructor.  8 week session  

Resident registration: open now 

July 8-August 26 (8 weeks) Non Resident registration Opens:  June 17 Register by:  July 4 

Residents: $80   Non Residents: $96  

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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All Levels Yoga     Sundays 9:30am-10:30    Ages 12+ 
Cranberry Lake Farm,  388 West Predmore, Oakland, MI  48363 

Join Up Dog Yoga and Oakland Township Parks and Recreation as they team 

up to bring you high quality yoga!  All Levels classes will accommodate all 

skill levels with an option to modify. Bring your water bottle and yoga mat.   

Resident registration: open now 
 

June 18-July 30 (7 weeks) Non Resident registration Opens:  May 28 Register by:  June 13 

Residents: $70   Non Residents: $84  
 

August 6-Sept. 17 (7 weeks) Non Resident registration Opens:  July 16 Register by:  Aug. 1 

Residents: $70   Non Residents: $84  

Slow Flow Yoga   Sundays 11:00am-12:00pm    Ages 12+ 
Cranberry Lake Farm,  388 West Predmore, Oakland, MI  48363 

Join Soul Heart Yoga and Oakland Township Parks and Recreation for high quality yoga!   

Slow Flow classes challenge you with longer holds and postures.  Bring your water bottle and 

yoga mat.  6 week sessions.   

Resident registration: open now 

 
June 4-July 9    Non Resident registration Opens:  May 14 Register by:  May 30 

Residents: $60   Non Residents: $72  

 

July 23-August 27  Non Resident registration Opens:  July 2 Register by:  July 18 

Residents: $60   Non Residents: $72  

 

Sept. 10-Oct. 15   Non Resident registration Opens:  Aug. 20 Register by:  Sept. 5 

Residents: $60   Non Residents: $72  

Gentle Yoga   Wednesdays,  4:45pm-5:45pm Ages 12+ 

Paint Creek Cider Mill,  (Indoors) 4480 Orion Road, Rochester, MI  48306 

Join UpDog Yoga and Oakland Township Parks for high quality yoga. This basic yoga 

class is designed to meet you where you are.  Modifications are offered and encouraged.  

Enjoy basic yoga postures, gently stretch and strengthen the body while connecting with 

the breath, and calming the mind. When the weather is agreeable, classes may be held 

outdoors on the back patio of the cider mill overlooking Paint Creek!   

Resident registration is open now.  

 

Wednesdays (Indoors)  

June 21-Aug. 2  (7 weeks) Non-Resident registration Opens:  May 31 Register by:  June. 15 

Residents: $70   Non Residents: $84  
 

Aug. 9-Sept. 20  (7 weeks) Non-Resident registration Opens:  July 19 Register by:  Aug. 3 

Residents: $70   Non Residents: $84  

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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  Portable Disc Golf Loan!   
Disc golf is a great way for people of all ages and abilities to spend time outdoors with 

friends and family while getting in a little exercise.  Residents of Oakland Township can 

now borrow our disc golf baskets and discs for free! (A $100, fully refundable deposit is 

required) It only takes 5-10 minutes and 3 easy steps to set up the portable Mach Lite disc 

golf baskets.  Each Mach Lite basket weighs less than 27 pounds and comes in its own 

carrying case making them easy to transport and set-up on your own mini-course. The disc 

golf loan includes up to four baskets and four sets of discs. Set up your course in an 

Oakland Township Park or at your home!  Call the Oakland Township Parks and 

Recreation office at 248-651-7810 for further details. 
0ÏÒÔÁÂÌÅ ÄÉÓÃ ÇÏÌÆ ÅÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ 

ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÌÏÁÎȢ 

 

If you were paying attention in your high school biology class you will 

probably recall that plants capture their energy through the process of 

photosynthesis, deriving their energy from the energy of the sun.  That 

is, after all, what puts plants at the base of the food chain.  Do plants 

get all the ófoodô they need from the sun?  Good question!  You might 

be able to guess the answer to this question based on your knowledge 

of the key parts of plant.  If asked to describe a plant, you would 

probably say it has leaves, stems and roots.  Yes, you got it, in addition 

to using their leaves to gather sunlight that can be converted through 

photosynthesis into glucose (sugar), plants also use their roots to gather 

other essential minerals and amino acids (proteins) that are the building 

blocks of life.  This makes perfect sense as we know that we add 

nutrients to the soil, in the form of compost for example, to help plants flourish in our yards and gardens. 

I am glad you are still with me, and I bet at this point you are 

wondering how it is that flies fit into the picture!  I want to 

turn your attention to a very special group of plants that 

almost everyone finds fascinating:  carnivorous plants!  First, 

letôs cover the basics.  Carnivorous plants are those that have 

very special adaptations to enable them to capture and digest 

insects.  To make sure we are accurate, it is good to know that 

most carnivorous plants are insect eaters but some of the 

larger ones are actually known to snack on bigger prey 

including reptiles, small mammals and small fish.  They use 

special leaves to attract and capture their prey and then release 

powerful enzymes to break that prey down into nutrients they 

can use. 

(Continued on page 12) 

 Iõll Have Another Fly Please! 

By Dr. Sue M. Neal, Executive Director, Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve 

"ÏÇ ÁÔ &ÏØ .ÁÔÕÒÅ 0ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅ 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Lost Lake Open Houses 
Oakland Township Parks and Recreation and Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve have partnered to bring 

Oakland Township residents and others exciting programs at Lost Lake Nature Park! Family, friends 

and neighbors are invited to explore themed indoor and outdoor activities at any of these  

FREE drop in events, with no pre-registration required. 

Open House events occur 12-3 pm every 2nd Saturday & 4th Sunday of the month!* 

 

Saturday, June 10th 12-3 pm & Sunday, June 25th 12-3pm ï Aquatic Life 

Join us on Saturday, June 10th for Michiganôs Free Fishing Weekend. Cast your rod at 

the dock, make a crawfish with moveable claws, and discover the animals that live in 

Michiganôs waters. 

On Saturday, June 22nd weôll explore aquatic plants. Craft a floating water lily and ID 

plants in the lake. Observe living specimens up close. 

Saturday, July 8th 12-3 pm & Sunday, July 23rd, 12-3 pm ï Snakes & Lizards 

On slithery Saturday, July 9th meet a live snake, look at shed snakeskin under a microscope, make a 

paper plate snake, and play a cooperative snake game outside.   

Did you know Michigan has lizards? Learn more about them on Sunday, July 23rd. Enjoy a toy lizard 

scavenger hunt outside, paint a paper lizard, and meet a lizard from far away. 

Saturday, August 12th 12-3 pm & Sunday, August 27th 12-3 pm ï Raining Cats & Dogs 

On Saturday, August 12th cats rule, with an up close look at the wild felines that call Michigan home. 

Make a cougar crown to wear. Play a game of Cougar Stalk outside.   

Sunday, August 27th weôll explore the wild canines of Michiganï foxes, wolves, and 

coyotes. Create a wolf with moving parts. Outside, track their signs to see if you can 

find our plush canines hiding in the woods. 

 

All programs on this page take place at Lost Lake Nature Park. The park is located in Oakland Township so 

it is close by for everyone! The park is just West of Rochester Rd off of Predmore: 846 Lost Lake Trail. 

For more information visit: www.dinosaurhill.org  

*Alternate dates when in conflict with Federal holidays. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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 Iõll Have Another Fly Please! 

By Dr. Sue M. Neal, Executive Director, Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve 

$ÁÍÓÅÌǨÉÅÓ ÔÒÁÐÐÅÄ ÉÎ ÓÕÎÄÅ× 

So you might be asking why bother going through all that effort if other plants can get all 

the energy and nutrients they need from the sun and the soil!  The answer lies in the 

unique habitat in which carnivorous plants live.  You see, examples of these plants are 

normally found in habitats such as bogs and fens.  The soils in the habitats are very wet, 

either from rain water (bogs) or springs (fens).  The acidic water in bogs makes nutrients 

unavailable to plants. If you are a plant looking to derive everything you need from the 

soil in one of those habitats you are going to have a harder time than your cousin who is 

growing on the forest floor rich with decaying leaves and other organic matter. 

As so often happens in nature, this means that the plants that want to take advantage of 

this niche habitat need special adaptations in order to do so and that is how we end up 

with the carnivorous plant!  It is able to ómake upô for the lack of nutrients in the soil by 

instead deriving those nutrients from the tasty flies and other insects and prey that they 

are able to capture.  You can now think of flies as the ófertilizer of the sky.ô  Yum!  Now 

know that carnivorous plants do still photosynthesize, but photosynthesis is only part of 

the picture.  You canôt live off sugar aloneésorry kids!  They also have roots, of course, 

for anchoring the plant in place, for getting any nutrients they can from the soil, and for 

the transport of water to the rest of the plant. 

Many people associate carnivorous plants with remote jungle environments or exotic 

plant exhibits at greenhouses, but did you know that we actually have three types of 

carnivorous plants right here in Michigan?  You can even find carnivorous plants in 

Oakland Township!   

The three types of carnivorous plants in Michigan are pitcher plants, bladderworts and 

sundew.  Pitcher plants can be observed in the bogs at several Oakland Township 

parks.  Their very distinct pitcher-shaped leaves that give them their name also 

makes them quite easy to identify. 

Want to learn even more about the carnivorous plants of Michigan (and beyond) 

and how these plants capture and digest their prey?  Consider joining Dinosaur Hill 

Naturalists at the upcoming program Plants With Bite. See Page 4 For details. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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