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The Mission of Oakland Township Parks 

and Recreation Commission is to provide 

a sustainable system of parks, trails, 

programs, amenities, and services which 

create memorable experiences and a 

sense of place, contributes to the 

economic value of the Township and 

preserves the historical and natural 

heritage of the landscapes for existing 

and future generations. 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission Newsletter  

Dedication of Fox Nature Preserve  

May 22, 2023 
What is the connection between a new recreational trail system, the protection 
of imperiled wetlands and woodlands, the Isle of Man, local subsistence 
farming, and a 25-year dream come true?  Oakland Townshipôs new Fox 
Nature Preserve, which opened on Labor Day Weekend this year! 

Everyone is invited to the Ribbon-cutting Ceremony for 
this special property where all these connections will be 
revealed! 

Fox Nature Preserve Dedication 

Monday, May 22, 2023 at 4:00 pm 

1627 West Predmore Road 

Oakland Township, MI 48363 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Paint Creek Junction  

Ribbon -Cutting on National Trails Day!  
What better day to celebrate the Grand Opening of Paint 
Creek Junction than National Trails Day, June 3, 2023!   

The Oakland Township Parks and Recreation 
Commission and the Paint Creek Trailways Commission 
will jointly host this event which will celebrate the 
opening of this park and trailhead in conjunction with the 
40th Anniversary of the Paint Creek Trail. 

(Continued on page 25) 

Join us at Bear Creek Nature Park for a fun-filled winter day of 

activities including ice skating, ice carving demonstrations, 

archery, magic and puppet shows, and more! Bring your own 

skates or use a pair of ours.   See page 3. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/oakland_township_parks_and_recreation_fox_nature_preserve.php
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/oakland_township_parks_and_recreation_fox_nature_preserve.php
https://americanhiking.org/
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From the Director...  
 

"The more things change, the 

more they remain the sameé" 1. 

For me, this French proverb 

depicts the encouraging 

aspects of our Township Parksô 

evolution.  When I was hired 

in 1999 as the Oakland Township Parks 

Manager, one of my first responsibilities was 

to draft the 5-year Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan under the guidance of Township 

residents and officials.  While many Township 

statistics have changed since then, our 

Townshipôs Vision for Parks and Recreation 

has remained consistent:  

ñOur vision is to provide responsible 

management and stewardship of our natural 

resources through quality parks, trails, and 

recreation experiences now and for future 

generations.ò 

Our Park systemôs unique emphasis on the 

appreciation, preservation, and interpretation 

of our natural world is what initially interested 

me.  As 20 years have gone by and our 

population has grown from 8,000 to more than 

20,000, the protection and access to Township 

park land is more important than ever; having 

expanded from five Township parks totaling 

500 acres to more than 15 parks totaling 1500 

acres. 

Similar to the results of the 1999 Township-

wide Parks and Recreation Survey, our most 

recent surveys show that residents prefer that 

we continue the acquisition and preservation 

of park land while we add recreation facilities 

such as trails, picnic areas, and restrooms to 

existing parks. 

The Parks and Recreation Commission has 

continually strived to accomplish these goals 

in a fiscally responsible way by leveraging 

local millage funds with grants and donations.  

(Continued on page 25) 

Team Archery Goes Indoors!  

Archery enthusiasts have a new place in Oakland Township to 
practice their sport year-round! The success of our Team 
Archery inspired us to offer four-season archery programs to 
allow archers to practice during the winter.  To fill this need, 
Oakland Township Parks and Recreation and Rochester 
Community Schools are 
partnering to offer indoor archery 
at Baldwin Elementary School.  
Registration is open now for the 
winter session of Indoor Archery 
Club!  See page 13 for details. 

We hope to offer more indoor 
programs sanctioned by United 
States Archery Association like 
Adult Archery Achievement 
Program, Junior Olympic 
Archery Development and 
Explore Family Archery. 

  Whatõs New In The Parks... 

New Parks and Recreation Commissioner 

Matthew Peklo...Matthew Peklo, 30, won the August 

2022 primary and successfully ran for the 

open seat on the Parks and Recreation 

Commission in this past Novemberôs general 

election.  Matthew has been confirmed as the 

newest member of the Parks and Recreation 

Commission. 

Matthew is a graduate of Grand Valley State University with 
(Continued on page 19) 

Natural Areas Stewardship    

In the winter we plan, dream, and wait for spring. 
Get inspired this winter with one of our excellent 
speakers! You can learn about the history, culture, 
biology, economics, and spirituality of wild rice in Michigan 
from Barb Barton, and join Marilyn Trent to get to know the 
exciting work of Rochester Pollinators. Or go to the next level 
with our prescribed fire crew and nest box monitoring 
trainings. When spring finally arrives, youôll be ready to 
explore (maybe on a bird walk or garlic mustard workday) 
with fresh knowledge and inspiration! Learn more about our 
natural areas stewardship programs and events starting on 
page 16.  

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
https://oaklandtownship.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=8
https://oaklandtownship.recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=8
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http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Sled Hill  

Open Hours  

Conditions  
permitting 

Confirm the hill is OPEN 

before you leave home! 
 

Call the sled hill hotline at 

248-651-4440 ext. 299 

 

Must be 2 inches of packed snow on the 

frozen ground for hill to be open. 

Warming Shelter  

Open Hours  

Friday nights   

5pm - 9pm 

Whatôs more fun than spending a day full of sledding and family fun?  Lost Lake sled hill 

area features both a kid-friendly hill and a bigger hill ideal for sledding enthusiasts of all 

ages.  Parking is limited and carpooling is appreciated. Bring your own sleds. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php


5 Parks and Recreation Newsletter Winter-Spring 2023 www.oaklandtownship.org 

 

Restrooms 

Skating 

Rink 

Ice Skating Rink  

Open Hours  

Conditions permitting 

Closed during classes. 

Daily 

10 am - 5pm 

Donôt know how to skate or a 

little rusty with your skills?  

Check out our Learn to Skate 

clinics on page 6 to get back in 

the game! 

On select Sundays (1/15, 1/29, 2/12 & 2/26) from 
10am to 2pm, weôll have a variety of sizes 
available for children and adults for free.  
Limited number of skates available. 

Confirm the rink is OPEN 

before you leave home! 
 

Call the ice rink hotline at 

248-651-4440 ext. 289 

 

Ice must be frozen solid for rink to be open. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php

