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Inter–Departmental Memorandum 

Engineering Department - Design  

 

  DATE: April 10, 2026 

 

TO: JOSEPH MERUCCI – OAKLAND TOWNSHIP MANAGER 

 

FROM: Jeff O’Brien, PE; Design Engineer 

 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARY 

 GALLAGHER/SILVERBELL ROAD PAVING 

 
 
A public information meeting was held on April 2, 2026, from 5 pm to 8 pm at the Oakland Township 
offices to share scoping plans and anticipated impacts for the proposed paving of Silverbell Road and 
Gallagher Road in Oakland Township. The limits of proposed paving on Silverbell Road is from 
Crestone Way (west of Abby Drive) to approximately 1700’ east of Gallagher Road and Gallager Road 
from Silverbell Road to Cider Hill Drive.  
 
Flyers (268) were mailed out to residents 2 weeks in advance of the meeting. The meeting was open 
house format with no formal presentation. Approximately 77 individuals signed in at the meeting and 
the meeting overall was well attended. To date, the RCOC received 5 written comments (attached) 
and some additional inquiries from the Township.  
 
Generally speaking, while views were heard both against and for the paving project to proceed, the 
majority of conversations had been in support of the paving project. Some of the items discussed and 
concerns heard, were as follows (broken up by subject matter): 
 
Environmental & Character Concerns 

• A primary concern was potential tree removal and loss of the natural character of the road 
corridor. 

• Residents were worried that paving could increase vehicle speeds. 
• Trout Unlimited representatives attended the meeting – concerned with storm water 

treatment/runoff from the project (Paint Creek).  
Safety & Operations 

• Limited sight distance was noted by residents on the south side of Gallagher near Hidden Glen 
Circle when exiting driveways. 

• Hills near the roadway low point on Silverbell (east of Gallagher) can become impassable in 
winter conditions and are sometimes closed. 

• Several residents requested speed reduction measures and potential vehicle weight 
restrictions, citing concerns with larger vehicles navigating hills and curves. 

• Discussion regarding the proposed geometry and intersection control at Gallagher/Silverbell 
intersection (Gallagher – stop only). 

Pedestrian & Drainage Issues 
• Residents cited a gap in the existing sidewalk on Gallagher, forcing pedestrians to walk along 

the roadway. 
• The low point in the Gallagher sidewalk between Goodison Place and Hidden Glen was noted 

as collecting runoff and sediment. 
Goodison Place Subdivision Impacts
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• Residents expressed concerns about existing cut-through traffic and speeding within the 
subdivision. 

• Drivers are using Crestone Way and Goodison Place Drive to bypass unpaved portions of 
Silverbell/Gallagher. 

• Residents noted that fences are not allowed by the HOA; existing trees along 
Silverbell/Gallagher serve as informal barriers for children and pets. 

• Previous efforts to close Goodison Place Drive at Gallagher were denied due to emergency 
access requirements. 

Additional Requests 
• Completion of sidewalk connection to Paint Creek Trail. 
• Installation of roadway lighting. 
• Continued community engagement as the project advances. 
• Maintenance of existing storm structures at Gallagher Creek. 

Other Questions 

• Why was Gallagher/Silverbell roads selected vs paving the entirety of Silverbell Road to Orion 
Road?  

o The scoping/paving study limits was completed in coordination and cooperation with 
Township leadership to gain a better understanding of what a paving project along this 
corridor would entail.  

• Will the paving of Silverbell/Gallagher create any issues at Orion Road/Gallagher Road?  
o Currently, Gallagher is stop controlled at Orion Road. The intersection would be 

monitored upon completion of paving and additional traffic controls would be 
implemented as warranted. 

• How would traffic volumes change upon completion of paving?  
o This is highly subjective based on the corridor, but based on the area road network, we 

would estimate an approximate 50% increase of current volumes upon paving.  

• Will there be any weight/vehicle restrictions upon completion of paving? 
o Since this is a public road, no vehicle size/weight restrictions would be anticipated. 

• What design features are required to be incorporated into a gravel road paving design from a 
safety and/or funding perspective?  

o From a standards perspective, the RCOC (as well as other governing agencies such as 
MDOT/FHWA) rely on “A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets” 
(AASHTO-2018) and “Roadside Design Guide” (AASHTO- 2011) amongst others. 
These standards provide guidance and recommendations on horizontal and vertical 
curvature, lane/shoulder widths and treatment of the roadside amongst a host of other 
items from a safety/operational/driver expectation perspective.   

• What are the next steps and/or what other approvals are needed? 
o For the project to move forward into a design phase, the RCOC requires a resolution of 

support and commitment to fund the township’s share of the project from the Township 
by mid-May 2026.    
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Obrien, Jeff

From: CustomerService@oakgov.com

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2026 3:02 PM

To: Obrien, Jeff

Subject: Service Request; 604931; Edited

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Road Commission. Do not click links or 

open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you have 

any questions or concerns, please contact Information Technology. 

 

  

Request ID: 604931  Date Initiated: 3/23/2026 7:11:49 AM  

Problem Type: ENG General programming question  Initiated By: WALKER, STACY  

Status: Not Started  Submitted To: OBRIEN, JEFF  

Number of Callers: 1  Dispatch To: KITTELL, JENNIFER  

Call-Out Made: NO  Call-Out Notes: 
 

        

PROBLEM INFORMATION:     

District: ENG  Road Type: PRI  

Address: Gallagher  Township Code: Oak  

City: Oakland      

Location Details: 
 

    

Comments:  

By WALKER, STACY : 3/23/2026 7:11:49 AM 

email 307 pm 3/21/2026 

Jonathan Gable jongable@yahoo.com 

Hello, 

 

I am not sure if you are looking for feedback from local residents, but I am completely for paving 

Gallagher Rd. This past winter was awful, and it was terrible to drive for many weeks. 

 

When is the project planned to begin? 

 

 

Regards, 

Jon Gable 

4704 Windemere Ct 

Oakland Township 

248-563-4414 

        

  

FIRST CALLER CONTACT INFORMATION: 

First Name Last Name Address Home Phone Work Phone Customer Email 

JON  GABLE  
   

JONGABLE@YAHOO.COM 
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]�b\�tZecĤ]�]e�BXXeW�\BdH�tH�H\]ZbBI�B̂ Ĥ\\�BI��tB\\BJH��eWI�JBXXBJ�HZ�BI��]e�]�H�]ZBbX��]uQT�

TQzK�NOy��NLLVU�MK�NQL�zQT�VQLUKz��bL�NOO�uVLKTU��UuK�]�����SQOzQLP�zK�NMU�KLU�TuVSOz�uNwK�MKRSQMKz�UuQT��MQVM�UV�

PMNLUQLP�TQUK��ONL�N��MVwNO����SU��VM��uNUKwKM�MKNTVL�UuK���NQOKz�UV�zV�TV���UuQT��SUT��KzKTUMQNLT�NU�MQTy�KwKM�zN��

NLz�LKKzT�UV��K�MK�KzQKz�

>��]uKMK�QT��SMMKLUO��TQPLQ�Q�NLU�TUVM���NUKM�zMNQLNPK�NLz�MSL�V���Q��N�UQLP�UuQT�TN�K�TQzK�NOy��KU�KKL�PVVzTVL�

�ON�K�zM�NLz�uQzzKL�POKL�NLz�UuQT��NMU�V��TQzK�NOy�QT�V�UKL�LVU��NTTQ�OK�N�UKM�KwKL��QOz�MNQLT��]uQT�TuVSOz��K�

MK�KzQNUKz�NLz�MKwQK�Kz�����VSM�KLPQLKKMT��MQVM�UV��V��KL�QLP��VSM��VLTUMS�UQVL�UV�KLTSMK��VS�NzKRSNUKO��

�N�USMK�UuK�MSLV���NLz�TOV�K�Q��N�UQLP�UuQT�NMKN��]uQT�UMNQO��N��KwKL�LKKz�UV��K�MNQTKz�S��NT��NMU�V��UuQT�

���_VS�LVUK�UuK��VTU�NT�N������QO��KTU���NQz��VM��MV����KzKMNO��SLzT�NLz��VLUMQ�SUQVLT��MV��Ẑê�NLz�eNyONLz�
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